
S P E C I A L S 
Funded by the Friends of the Guilford Free Library & Guilford Civic Women 

 Open To All - Please Register  

**Garden Club Planting Party:  Join our garden club and plant the library’s summer garden, followed by light 
refreshments.  This also registers you for our summer garden club series (dates on back). 

Saturday, June 3rd from 10:00am-12:00pm    REGISTER NOW Ages 8 to 12 
  

**Summer Reading Game Kickoff with Magician Debbie O’Carroll:  Magician Debbie O'Carroll's magic wand is 
on the fritz! Where in the world can she find a new one? The audience will imagine themselves on a journey to visit 
some of the most iconic buildings and wondrous architecture on earth as they help her on her search for another wand.  
In the end, the audience, to their delight, helps Debbie solve the problem of the misbehaving wand. The Build A 
Better World Magic Show is full of dazzling magic, zany comedy, colorful costumes and props, and loads of audience 
participation! 

Friday, June 16th from 2:00-3:00pm All ages 
  

**American Girl Kirsten:  Pat Lovelace, from the Guilford Keeping Society, will read from Kirsten’s story and 
compare it to local history.  Make a craft and have a snack from that time period:  the pioneering days.  Dolls 
welcome.  Please register for only ONE of the two sessions. 

Tuesday, June 27th from 10:30am-12:00pm OR 2:00-3:30pm Ages 7 to 12 
  

**Animals Spell Love Story & Craft:  Guilford author & illustrator David Cundy will read his picture book, 
“Animals Spell Love”, which shows how to say, “I love you” in 16 languages.  He will then lead children in creating 
letter-based word art projects like the illustrations shown in his book.  Books available for sale and signing. 

Tuesday, July 11th from 2:00-3:00pm Ages 6 to 12 
 

**Hartford Yard Goats Mascot Meet:  Chompers or Chew Chew will visit the library from the Hartford Yard Goats 
baseball team to meet with kids after librarians read some baseball stories.  Then kids will do a baseball-themed craft. 

Monday, July 17th from 10:30-11:30am All ages 
  

**Build a Better Rube-Goldberg Machine:  In this workshop, children will become playful engineers under the 
guidance of Jay Mankita of Playful Earth Productions and create their own chain-reaction masterpiece projects, called 
Rube-Goldberg machines.  There will be several stations, and kids may do as many or as few of them as they wish.  
There will be small pieces, so children young enough to choke on small objects MUST be monitored at all times by a 
parent/guardian. 

Wednesday, August 9th from 2:00-4:00pm All ages 

Summer 2017 Children’s Programs—Guilford Free Library 
REGISTRATION for starred (**) programs begins on Tuesday, June 6, at 9 a.m.  

in person, by phone at 203-453-8282, or online at www.guilfordfreelibrary.org 

Sign up for our summer reading game and get a free book to jumpstart the fun!  There is an optional online game 
component where readers can keep track of their books, complete optional special challenges, and customize the 

look and skills of their very own adventurer character.  After reading ten books over the summer participants may 
put their names up on our bulletin board for all to see. 



S E R I E S  ~~  Open to All – Please Register 

**Storytime:  Parents and children please join our fun-loving and charismatic Guilford resident and volunteer 
storyteller, Barbara Kiesel, for a special story time.  Please register for each week separately. 

Thursdays, July 6, 13, 20, & 27 from 10:30-11:00am Ages 3 & up 
 

 

**Garden Club: Get your hands dirty and care for the library's garden. 

Every other Wednesday from 10:00-11:00am 
June 28th, July 12th & 26th, and August 9th 

Ages 8 to 12 

  

**Nutmeg Book Club:  Readers are invited to discuss the 2018 candidates for the Intermediate Nutmeg Award, do 
related activities, and answer trivia questions about the books they read.  Refreshments will be served.  Reserve copies 
of all the Nutmeg nominees and check them out for longer when you sign up for the Nutmeg Book Club. 

Alternating Thursdays from 10:00-11:15am:  6/29, 7/13 & 7/27, 8/10 & 8/24 Grades 4 through 6 
  

**Story & Craft:  Hear  a story and make a craft to take home.  Registration required for each individual date. 
Wednesdays, July 5, 12, 19, & 26 from 10:00-10:45am Ages 6 to 8 
  

**Paws & Read:  Reading can be stressful for children who are struggling with it, and reading to a silent furry 
partner can help. Sign up for a 15 minute reading slot with one of our licensed therapy dogs: Chief, and dog handler 
Howard Taylor, or Lucy, and dog handler Ellen Silberman. Parent/legal guardian must sign a permission form for 
their child to be alone in the room with the dog and therapy supervisor. 

Dates and times for Lucy ~ Tuesdays, June 20th—July 25th from 10:00-11:00am (skip July 4th) 
Dates and times for Chief ~ Wednesdays, July 5th—August 30th from 1:00-2:00pm 

Ages 6 & up 

 

D R O P – I N   P R O G R AMS  ~~  Open To All – Registration Not Required 

Tots & Tunes:  Come and enjoy a musical program with your toddlers and preschoolers.  Dance to great children’s 
music, play musical instruments, and swing scarves. 

Tuesdays, 10:00-10:30am from June 27th to August 15th   (Skip July 4th) Ages 0 to 5 
 

Dog Days of Summer ~ Family Movies:  Bring the whole family to enjoy some new and classic dog movies each 
week.  Popcorn will be served.  All movies are rated G or PG.  Parents are expected to accompany children. 

Fridays, June 30th—August 18th, from 2:00-4:00pm All ages 
  

Drop-in Engineering:  Come in any time between 10 and 4 for self-directed tactile play involving various building 
materials.  Let your imagination be your guide and take home whatever amazing project you build.  Children MUST 
be supervised by parent/guardian. 

Mondays, July 10th & 24th, August 7th & 14th, drop in between 10:00am and 4:00pm All ages 
 

Lego Building Club:  Build with friends or on your own, creating a theme-based project to be put on display in the 
children’s room. 

Mondays, July 3rd & 31st, August 21st, from 10:00-11:00am Kindergarten & up 
 

Books-In-A-Nook: Listen to new stor ies in a quiet corner  of the Children’s Room by volunteers or library staff. 

Wednesdays, 11:00-11:30am from June 28th to August 30th All ages 
 

Thursday Stories:  Join us for songs, stories, and puppets from the library’s special storytelling collection. 

Thursdays in August from 11:00-11:30am Ages 3 & up 
  

Registration for Fall Programs begins Tuesday, September 5th at 9:00 a.m. 
 Guilford Free Library ~ 67 Park St. ~ Guilford, CT 06437 ~ 203-453-8282 ~ www.guilfordfreelibrary.org 

S P E C I A L S (continued)  ~~   Open To All - Please Register  

**Summer Reading Game Finale ~ World Music with Chris Merwin:  What is an oud, a saz, or a shakuhachi?  
Find out!  Children will hear and play instruments from around the world in this fun, interactive, musical program.   

Monday, August 28th from 12:00-12:45pm All ages 


